
INDIANAPOLIS. FEBRUARY 21, 180.
To Correspondents.

A reply from "Indiana" to "T." has Itu receded aod will ap-

pear shortly.
We have sundry original article of interest in regard to the

new Constitution, which we aliall publish aa rapidly a poaaible.

CONSTITUTIONAL, ISCFOK91.
Wayne Comity Whig.'

We could most heartily desire, that, in the con-

sideration of reformatory propositions, the press, and
the politiciau, of the Slate, would bring to bear up-

on them, col, dispassionate and honest argument,
insfpai' of virulence and dishonest misrepresentation.
Tliis is a spirit in which every honest person will un-

hesitatingly admit, so important a subject should be
viewed and canvassed; and it is one which we be-

lieve will actuate the Democratic party, andjre hop
also, tlw; honorable and liberal portion of the whigs.
We can expect nothing of the kind, we suppose,
from that part of the whigs, whose notions of policy
are conceived. only in chicanery, and whose practica
are based solely in fraud. It would be just as rea-

sonable to expect to find wool on a hog's back, aa to
find one of this latter class of whigs willing to dis-

cuss any question with candor, if, by misconstruc
tion, or false imputation he had any prospect of
gaining a point in vile partisanship.

These remarks are elicited by an article which ap-

pears in the Centreville Whig, of Feb. I3ih, a "paper
whose recklessness is only exceeded by its rottenness.
It commences thus :

MA late Indiana Slate Sentinel contains a communication,
endorsed Dy ihe Editois, recommending, under the new Con
a lituiiun, a single Hoove of Hepieeniative. This if a new
leaiuie in ibiscoeniiy; but aa it has been sugeesfed by a
distinguished member of a party thai claim alt Ihe progres-- f

(OA, it may. in time, become incoipotated int (be dem
crane creed. '

It is falsehood to say that we endorsed the commu-

nication in question. We spoke liberally in regard
tu i, because we were willing to give the author a
fair bearing; but we distinctly stated, that before we
could agree to his proposition, we should require it
to be amended in essential particulars.

It is a constructive falsehood also, to insinuate that
the author of the communication is a democrat. How
could the "Centreville Whig" know any thing about
such a matter ? The truth is, the author of that com
munication. is a whig, was never any thing but a
vhig, is a better whig than the "Centreville Whig
ever was, and a hundred times more of a gentleman.
But whether whig or democrat what has that to do
with the merits of the question he discusses ? Noth
ing, except with such scurvy politicians as the editor
of the "Centreville Whig."

The fellow continues :

"The ume Sentinel bat an editoiial aiticle in opposition
to biennial meeting of the Legitlature. The principal ob-

jection is, thai the term of office of our Stale otScei would
have to be cither increased to four, or reduced to two year,
as under ur piescot law, there would be no body in ses--

133 authorized to count the votes, and announce the persu
elected. '

Here is a third falsehood, in fact. We distinctly
stated that it was not our purpose to discuss the ques-
tion at that time, tut simply to bring to the public
mind, certain important collateral considerations,
which we, fur the first tune mentioned, in connexion
with the matter. And this was done in the hope of
aiding the people to act understandingly.

He goes on, thus
Tbi objection may be leadilv removed bv makin? the

teima of all iui State IScei fouryeais. The (secretary of
Mate dw hold bis cmce for this term ; and all the tit hen
for three year. We would decidedly piefer, rather than
have annual aessiuna of tbe Legislature, lo extend Ihe terms
of all our Slate officers to four years, and our judicial ctfi- -
cei to in or eight rem."

Well ! That's settling the matter summarily, to
be sure ! The only drawback about it, is, that possi-

bly eome of the people may differ from thi smart
eprijj of whiggery ! We suppose he could just as
easily settle the terms of Senators, Executive and
Judicial 031cers, at ten years or for life, according
to the original federal notion, provided they were
likely to be whigs. We have only to say now- ,-

the people may order it, so let it be. But we do not
believe they will assent to the dogmatism of this
whig puppy, without some deliberation.

This very able article of the Whig concludes thus
"By the-- e change i the terms of office, all the objections

of tbe Sentinel wcild, we think, be met. It is liue, bien-
nial Legislatuie would greatly diminish the amount of the
Slate Piiiiting and thi may piobably be one of the un
written objection of the Sentinel."

When we made the suggestions to which this
writer alludes, we anticipated that some brainless
blackguard might make a dihoiiorablo imputation
against us, like the abrve. Such is the refuge fre-

quently nought by blockheads who have neither the
capacity nor the honesty to argue any question upon
its merits. But we told the people in our prospectus,
that we intended to discuss every reformatory consti-
tutional proposition which presented itself to us, "in
honesty of intention, and without the least disposi-
tion to accomplish any sinister design whatever,
whether of a partizan or personal character;" and
we intend to fulfil this promise, no matter how much
our motives may be impeached by whig blackguards
and whig rascals.

But this fellow is as big a fool as knhve ; and like
all of the kidney, exposes himself by his own incon-

sistency. He asserts that we go for a single House.
If that were true, would it be to increase the print-

ing ) Every fool even, ought to know that it would
diminish it one half. If the fellow therefore believed
that we had declared for one House, he certainly
knew that we could not be biarsed by the matter of
printing, according to his view of the subject, which
we admit is a very shallow one.

Again : how does he know the printing would be
less under biennial than under annual sessional
This would depend upon the length of tbe sessions,
comparatively, and the length of sessions, under
either system will depend very much indeed upon
other, and much more important reforms, which will
be proposed. We can propose amendments which,
if adopted, will be effective, not only to shorten the
sessions to a maximum of four weeks under annual
tensions; and thus not only reduce one-hal- f, that
eve-so- re to envious coutemooraries and demacrorriiA

partizans the public print.ng ; but what is of a j

thousand times more importance, will avoid the terri-

ble evil of so much local and special legislation, by
which four-fift- hs of every session is consumed. We
shall do this on a favorable occasion. We arc now
skinning a skunk, and th-- 3 occasion of course is not
favorable fbr any better employment.

We have said this much, with a view of defining
our position on this subject generally, rsther than to
dignify the Wayne Co. Whig by an extended notice.
And we now only will add in conclusion, that 'we
shall not feel bound to pay much attention to any
similar attack hereafter. We shall not suffer our at-

tention to be thus distracted from weightier; matters.
We shall from time to time submit propositions of
our own relative t th new Constitution, and all we
ask of the people is, that they will treat them accord-

ing to what they may conceive their abstract merit

ir demerits deserve. We shall also gire as much

f pace to others, no matter whether Wings or Demo -'crate, who have reformatory proposition to make, as
.

we can spare; and we shall aid them in presenting
.

every question nonestly and lairly to the people. If
whig curs choose to bark, they may bay away : we
hall notoften step outof rmr way eve, ta kick them.

If the people can appreciate our motives, and our en
deavors to serve them honestly, and without regard to

ir own pecuniary interest, very well. If not, so
much Ihe worse for them.

JiiMittft
Published every Thursday.

The last Indiana Slate Sentinel publishes a commu
nication on the subject of slavery, defining the creed
of the democracy of Indiana on this eubject. The
Sentinel publishes it witiionl note or comment, and
thus impliedly endorses the comments of the writer.
We take the fiUowin;r extract from the communica
tion Ctnlreville Whig, Feb. 13.

If the Centreville Whig don't already know it, it
should immediately learn, what we have often etated
before this, that our rule is to publish any communi-
cation of public interest, from responsible authors,
wl ether we agree with iheru in full, or not. When
we thiuk it proper to endorse or object, we do it in
ar. unequivocal manner. We have in time past, pub
lished mnny a communication from whigs as well as
democrats, which we did not agree with, and that
too " without note or comment." We were willing
to provoke discussion or enquiry, sati-fie- d that truth
would be elicited, and ultimately triumph. It may
be difficult for a certain kind of whig editor to be
lieve in the existence of so much self-denia-l, honesty
and independence, as such a rule, invariably adhered
to, would manifest; nevertheless we have always ad-

hered to it.

Milwackie. In the new city of Milwaukie,
wherein there dwelt, in 1933, but a single white man,
there was recently received, in one day, 21,000 bush-

els of wheal allowing 40 bushels to each wagon,
525 wagons were required to bring this quantity.
There were, also, the same day, 175 teams loaded

with other produce; and allowing 45 feet for each
team, we have Jive miles of loaded wagons, coming
into the city in one day. The population of the city
is now about 20,000. In the year ending July 1,
1349, it exported 1,143,807 bushels of wheat and
201,942 barrels flour. Its manufactures are valued
at $1,714,200, besides six flourishing mills consum-

ing 7,000 bushels of wheat daily. Its citizens own
39 vessels, 5,511 tons, and of stock in steamers 3,000
tons; 16 sails are engaged in the lumber trade. The
arrivals at the ports during 1943, of steamers, brigs,
barks, and schooners were 1,376. Such astonishing
progress is almost without parallel, and is a beautiful
illustration of the progress of American industrial
civilization.

Coxseckatiom. The new building recently finish-

ed by the congregation of Christ durch, at Madi-

son, was consecrated on Thursday of last week, ac-

cording to the form prescribed by the Episcopal ritual.
The clergy officiating were, the Rt. Rev. B.ehop Up-fol- d,

Rev. Dr. Camp of Indianapolis, Rev. M. Gilla-gh- er

of Covington, Ky., Rev. J. Craik and Rev. J. C.
Talbot of Louisville, Rev. J. Martin of New Albany,
and Rev. A. Blake of Cincinnati.

The sermon, by Bishop Upfold, waa on 1 Chron.
xvi, 29 "Worship the Lord in the beauty of holi-

ness" and was heard with the most profound atten-
tion. Tue Bihp presented the otjcts of Christian
worship, the Father, the S in, and the Holy Ghost
the Tri-un- e God who alone arc to be aJored in thi
Temple. He reminded the congregation that this
house was not merely to be a house of preaching, but
also, and eminently, a house of worship ; and while
maintaining strenuously the indispensable necessity
of sermons tor the conversion ajid edification of men,
he dwelt earnestly on the danger of erring by making
the worship of God a mere preparation for preaching,
or of esteeming prayers and sacntments as only ap-

pendages to other duties of the sanctuary.
The Cliurch was opened for worship on Wednesday

afternoon, when, after prayers by the Rector, a ser-
mon on Proverbs iii. 17 "Wisdom's ways are ways
of pleasantness" was delivered by the Rev. Dr.
Camp, of Indianapolis.

The Madison Courier, from which we derive the
foregoing says

We most cordially congratulate not only the con-

gregation especially interesled, but our whole com-

munity on the successful completion of an enter-
prise which all muit acknowledge has given to our
city one of its most elegant architectural ornaments.
Indeed, we hazard nothing in saying, that few cities
in the West can boast of an edifice so perfect in it
proportion, so rich in gtave and simple beauty, and
so well finished in all the details of it structure. It
is a building that every spectator instantly recogniz-
es as a church t'.nt speaks with a silent, but forcible
eloquence every eye ; n monument interesting to
what is fir above the taste and liberality 'tis tho
Christian faith of those engaged in its erection.

California. Gov. Burnett, in his message to tR
Legislature, expresses himself highly gratified at ihe
constitutional exclusion of Slavery from the State,
declaring "that the people of California are once and
forever free from this great social and political evil.'
He recommend.-- ? the exclusion of free blacks, because
they cannot eij iy social or political equality, and
manumitted slaves, as hirelings, will be brought there
in large numbers. The liberal journals of England
speak in terms of great praise of the constitution re-

cently adopted by the Californians. They say it is
one of the most judicious instruments of government
ever devised, and that its provisions, with the excep-

tion of those which limit suffrage to the white man,
are marked with the highest wisdom. The Daily
News, the Dispatch, the Spectator, and other papers
comment at great length upon its various clauses.
The exemption of the property of women from the
control of the husband after marriage, is particularly
dwelt upon as a great advance in legislation.

The Fa. Ledger says, the seamen, attached to the
United States Naval Forces in tho Gulf of Mexico
and the Pacific, who served during the Mexican wsr,
we observe,, arc making an effort to procure the pas-sa- ge

of a law by Congress for their benefit, similar
in its provisions to that passed Aug., 1847, giving
land warrants and extra pay to the marines, laborers,
&.C., serving on board United States ships and on land
during the war with Mexico. The seamen should
act simultaneously upon the subject at all the naval
stations. 1 he ground taken by them is supported by
cogent reisoning, which. Congress cannot fail to see
the justness if, and wc hope, indeed we cannot doubt,
that their efforts will be crowned with success. Con-

sent !

Edmunds, of New York rity, recently
ruled that in the selection of a juror, tho question to
be asked must be, not if he had read an account of
the flair, but whether he is unbiassed and can render
an impartial verdict, according to the evidence. Ed-

munds wik originally a "Jacketraw journeyman
printer" and "small potato editor," which is the rea- -

i son perhaps why he has sense enough to make a rule
so much more reasonable than the ignoramus ouq

which has so long disgraced the courts of law.

License. The Sentinel, in language peculiarly ap-

propriate for that paper, denies that..any attempt has
a 1.1 I .a

t ten niaoe inruuzn.
us columns io in line ore tue peo- -

I pie to vtc in favor ot license blate Journal.
I Die a.Kivc is ali-u- r. You asserted that "the rum--
sellers, through tho Sentinel, were endeavoring to

I operate upon tbe people. This was ungenllemanlv.
, .

i laVäwII a si ak rn tare ra Kti Ir Arl wtftit in t la a rwles

V'ul6 of UriSQ3g9 appfnpriaU! t0 rcpe, th8 ifnplicd
slander.

Oy-Ab-bot Lawrence is said to be very ill, at

INDIANAPOLIS,
For the StJte Sentinel.

The New Constitution.
HD. II.

Of the constitutions of the new States, Iowa and Wis-

consin, (and California, whose nuptialshave not yctbeeu
Solemnized,) are the most liberal. But that of New York
is, on the whole, perhaps, the ablest and best. The gen--

erat features ot ail good constitutions mum ol course Dear
a very close resemblance). The tet constitution fur New '

York would be the best for Indiana, and every other
Slite : ejeept that the local features of each should vary

.

just enough to meet the local condition and want, of each
community. For instance, New York has a sea-coas- r,

whone interests her laws must recognise and regulate,
while Indiana has none. But the general interests of
commerce, agriculture and manufactures, are common to j

both', though in greater or less degrees.
It is interesting and instructive to trace the progress of

popular government since the revolution. At firit the
elective franchise wai limited and closely guarded. The
governments of the several Slates were republican, but
some i.f them hardly democratic. Property qualifications
were necessary to confer the right of suffrage, and reli
gious intolerance disgraced the earlier legislation of sev-

eral Slates. Law-reli- f ion, propertv qualifications, the
branding irons, the whipping post, and imprisonment for
debt, disappeared from among us with painful slowness,
and in fact some ol them still linger ia one or two Stales.
Capital punishment and the usury laws still disgrace the
statute books of most of the States, though in nearly all
they are practically ol very little force, and appear to be
retained as mere scare-crow- s. To be sure, there is now
and then a hanging, and now and then a usury prosecu-

tion ; bat both, when they occur, partake more of malice
than of any love of moral justice.

In the choice of delegates it" will be necessary to know,
(not guess at) their opinions on all the main questions
that will be likely lo come before the convention, in the
formation of the new constitution. It is always import-

ant, in selecting representatives of the people, to select
the best men ; but, in doing this, in political matters, we
should be careful that these best men are also men of the
best political opinions, on the questions on which we se-

lect the m to represent us. An absolute monarch might
be a very good man morally, and even a very sincere and
honest Christian, but we would not trust him to represent
us in a political body. The best men to represent the
people in convention, are men who understand the views
and feelings of the people, and who are able and willing

to defend and imbody them in the new constitution, un-

der which the people are to live. We are not called up-

on to select the best men to represent us as farmers, or
mechanics, or river men, or traders, or as members of any
particular church, but Ihe best men to represent our politi-

cal views on the single question of a new constitution.
On some points it is presumed that there is but little

difference of opinion among our citizens, and that conse-

quently there will be but little io the convention. For
example: there will be but little opposition to making all

judicial officers elective by the people, instead of by the
Legislature, or instead of providing for their appointment
by the Governor. There will be no objection, probably,
to reducing to very narrow limits the legislative power to
borrow money or create, in any way, State indebtedness,
unless sanctioned by a vole of the people.

SWITZERLAND.

For the Slate Sentinel.

The Crisis of Slavery It- - Origin und
End Its Evils and their Cure The
Union and its Klcssiugs Its Origin
mid Progress Its Strength mid Con-
tinuance.

K0. III.
It is not my intention to discuss the questions suggested

by the caption at the head of this article in any particular
order; but together, in their relations and bearings, one
upon another. In the existing condition of things, so far

as Slavery may be considered a political evil, it foices it-

self upon the attention of all American citizens; or

rather it is forced upon them by its existence in the Dis-

trict of Columbia, and the ground asiume 1 by a portion

of the politicians of the slave States, in regard to Ihe
common inheritance in the Territories.

I3y the compromises of the constitution the citizens of
the Iree States are not politically responsible for the con-

tinuance, spread or abolition of slavery in any of the
slave Slates. Their political responsibility begins and
ends in their own State, as States ; and in, and with the
Territories, as a federal or national question. But it is

only in this latter aspect that it ran have any effect upon
the permanency ol the Union, if it canin this.

In disciirisiug this question, which, in the continual ex-

tension of our boundaries, has been adding free and slave
territory and States to the Union, the enlightened poli-

ticians f the free Stales have assumed no responsibility
in reran! to slavery in territory that came to us with
slaves, except tbe District of Columbia ; and none there,
except in regard to the slave trade, and the question of
authorising lue quaiiuea voters oi me uistrici to aispose
of it in the way that to them shall seem proper and right.

Out a fnw politicians in the free Stales, and the largest
number in the slave States, assume the ground that the
National Legislature has no constitutional right to legis-lai- n

upon the question of slavery in the Territories ; or
rather that il has no right to prohibit it, for these same
politician have introduced a bill into the Senate provi-
ding more effectually lor the capture, or recovery of per-
sons held to service iu one State by its laws, escaping into
other States or territories where slavery does not esist.

The Constitution of the United Stales, (article 1, sec-
tion 8-1- 7.) provides that Congress shall have power
" to exerci-- H exclusive legislation, in all cases whatsoever,
ocer' ihe District oi Columbia.

Again, in article 4, section 3, that4 Congress shall have
power to dispose of, and make all needful rules and reg-

ulations respecting the territory or otlier property belong-
ing to tho United Slates."

The legislative power of Congiess over tbe federal
District is exclusive in all cases; that is, it is absolute,
depending neither upon, the will of tho States, or the
citizens thereof; and it has been so understood, and so
exercised from the beginning. In regard to the expedi-
ency of exercising it to abolish the slave trade, and slave-
ry in it, there may be differences ot opinion, even among
those wbo consider both moral and political evils. But
of the constitutional power snd legal right of Congress
to abolish both slavery and Ihe slave trade in the District,
there is not room for a reasonable doubt. Nor is there
any doubt, among a vast majority of the American peo-
ple, of the duty ot Congress to abolish the slave trade,
and (with the consent of tbe lejal voters,) slavery also.
As no other earthly power can do it, and Congress can,
all the abominations of the slave trade, and of slavery,
io the District of Columbia, must be considered a its sins
of omission, and for which impirtial justice will bold it
responsible. For the existence of slavery and the slave
trade at the National Capital, the free Suites are as guilty
as the slave States. Trie free States can elect both the
President and Vice President, if necessary to accomplish
this object, and thus secure the casting vote in the Sen-

ate, and the signature of the President, to a law for that
purpose. But this is not understood to be necessary, as
tbe Delaware Senators will vote with the free Slates on
these questions, and perhaps some other Senators from
other stave Slates, also.

The power ol Congress over all other territories and
property belonging to the Union, is equally clear and in-

disputable. The inteiestcd snd timid, and time servers,
may deny it as stoutly as they please, but the nation as-

serts it, and approves its exercise. Till it was deemed
important to the slave interest, no question waa raised in
regard to it. It was exercised on the slave question in
the ordinance of 17d7 in the Missouri' compromise in
Ihe annexation of Tesas, and during the last Congress,
in organizing the Territory ot Oregon; it is perfectly
clear that there never was a rational doubt on the sub-
ject. If in 1787 there bad been doubts, il has been ac-

quiesced in and exercised too long and too often to ad-

mit of longer doubt. The expediency may be honestly
doubted by timid and intelligent politicians; but its con-
stitutionality, nevermore.

If, then. Congress hare tiis clear and indisputable
power to prohibit the propagation or alavtry in too tern
lories of the United Stales, and neglect to use it. either
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new fancied scheme, adopted and fon-

dled by the existing national administration. What, if
successful, will be its legitimate fruits? The answer is a
plain one. Slavery and the slave trade will ba indefi-
nitely prolonged under the very windows of th Cam-to- l

; and ihn auctioneer will continue to sell men and
women, and little children, in sight of the President and
Vice President, and Congress, and all the public function
aries, and foreign ministers, as cattle in the market ; and
, free niUn wlI, ovvn ,ate ,nait M ,, doe ,jg dg
and pie- - Arid all the new territories will be open to the
slaveholder, and liable to become the inheritance of

I he writer ol this article is no political abolitionist, and
de, no, bJ,ong , ,hJ Free goi prty )U, ,,e ne,ercould
,iut his eye to the monstrous evil of human slavery !

What are they? While charity blesses both him that
gives and him that rcie, slavery curses In.iIi him that
Kits an4 tum I rial im fwhaiaslit ll iiauoatf I n && m tat rtrn Ii i I t

. ' ..itimalm miirrif,. .1. r.U..l 1. .rnhibitc e o f
their instruction in the very lowest branches of a com
mon tchti.il education to keep them in the profoundevt
ignorance of the inalienable rights of man, and ol ail
that belongs tu civilization, except some of the simplest
mechanical arts, and the use of tanning tools, by which
they can become useful lo their maslers, ail of which
tend to licentiousness and idleness in the one case, and
degradation and gross vice in the other. Slavery para-
lyses enterprise, and tends to blunt the moral and reli-

gious sentiments of the whole poople. Its tendency is
only evil, anc that continually ; and ia as great a curse to
the white as lo the black tace, inasmuch as the one has
something to lose, while the other gains nothing but de-

gradation.
It u not my intention to discuss the evils of negro

shivery in the abstract, in this connexion. I take its deep
damnation, in all its relations to, and bearings upon, Ilia
character and prosperity ol the people who create or tol
erate it, for granted. Of fifieen States of this Union,
where it lives by special legislation, not more than eight,
viz. bouih Carolina, Oeorgia, Alabama, t lorida, AIimhs--

sippi, Arkansas, lexas and Louisiana, could be reckoned
upon as doubtful on a question of recreating it bylaw,
were it tinea abolished; aod not even one of these, had
it never existed in them, could now create and establish
it as a new institution. Il " is a monster of so frightful
mien, that to be hated neo!s but to be seen." It is bare-
ly tolerated, but not approved, by the great mass of the
white population in the Slates where it exists; and it is
tolerated only because of the supposed greater evils at
tending its discussion and ubohtion. It may be granted
that the condition ol the present generation of slaves
would not be bettered by being emancipated, and that
they ought not to be emancipated without all proper pre-
paration ; still the abstract question lemains unchanged
Intelligent politicians in the free States do not advpeate
immediate, but prospective and gradual emancipation, as
best for both races. And they insist upon it that the
slave States shall not prevent the abolitiun-o- t slavery in
the District ot iolmr.bi.n, if such be the will of a majority
of the Ugul voters thereof ; nor throw its black Jlag over
the unspoiled lulls and dales or tho new and tree com
mon domain.

To excuse and tolerate an acknowledged evil, as a
choice between U and a greater evil, is one Hung ; and
to advocate and support it in Ihe abstract, is another and
a dery different thing. The first may be justifiable; the
last is unpurdonuble. the nrst may tolerate slavery
where it now is the laat seeks to spread and propagate
it where it is not. The first, as a free man, of a free
State, 1 let aloue. But the last, 1 anathematise.

Slavery is an anomaly among our free institution. We
received it as a legacy from the kings of Enghuid, France
and Spain, as we did the slave trade; which we have
abolished, and stigmatiocd as piracy, a our children will
abolish and stigmatise its surviving relict. If slavery be
justifiable as sn abstract proposition, so is the slave trade;
and every member ol Congress who advocates its coi.tin
unncn in Ihe federal District, or the continuance ol the
slave trade there, or us extension into any territory now
free, to be consistent, should advocate an immediate re
turn to the African slave trade, and the destruction of Li'
beria and all the free settlements upon the African coast
designed to check and overthrow it.

That every one ot the signers of Iii Declaration oi
Independence hated and repudiated slavery, there is no
doubl. In that eternal chart ot true liberty, that will De
held sacred by every free nation upon the earth, as long
as it is worthy the blessings ol freedom, we find penned
by Thomas Jefferson, these imperishable truths, viz.
" We hold, say these immortal men ' We hold these
truths to be self-eviden- t: THAT ALL MEN ARE
CREATED EQUAL ; THAT THEY ARE ENDOW
ED BY THEIR CREATOR WITH CERTAIN IN
ALIENABLE RIGHTS; that among these are life
LIliLulx, and the pursuit of happiness, lbat to se
cure these rights, governments are instituted among men
deriving their just powers from the consent of the gov
erned."

All the State Constitutions vet formed contain similar
declarations or sentiments. That of Maine says " Al
men are born equally fiee and independent, and have
flurtain sritsirsil mliarant tan1 n a I a wx m It ! ein 1 m V AL'
VVI l (it ia nuiwiai) lilllbi VII m tM iiiuiil iiai wiw iiginoa va,
Massachusetts All men are born free and equal," &
New Hampshire " All men are b'.'rn equally free and
independent, dec. V irg inta " 1 hat all men are by na
ture equally free and independent, and have certain in
herent rights, ol which, wflen they enter into a stale n
society, they cannot, by any compact, deprive or dives
their posterity; viz. the enjoyment of hie and liberty,'

It is true that some of the slave Stales in their constiiu
lions have incidentally limited the application of these

self-evide- truths to the people, instead ol extending them
to all men, thereby meaning the free white inhabitants;
but notwithstanding the eenerai sentiment ol the Dec I a
ration of Independence runs through all, in spite cf iheir
cautious language

The Declaration of Independence, the noblest and
boldest assertion of the inalienable rights of man ever
made, is tho work of" outraged liberty ; and the federal
league, and then the preaeul national Union, its neuesaary
offspring.

Slavery is an abominable excrescence on the body of
our political institutions ; and has been so considered and
treated by every true Democrat from Thomas JjurraKto.i
tu Martiü Vir Burkh and Thomas 11. Benton. Iiis
felt lo be so by all intelligent and honed American citi-
zens. It has been a bono of contention a discordant
element from the first, cursed and loathed by the true
friends of the Union both North and South. And it has
been perfectly understood by them, that sooner or later,
by powerlul or violent measures, it would meet its death,
and find its grave. lis crisis seems now tu be approach-
ing, if we may credit the sincerity of Southern men, who
threaten the dissolution ol the Union, in the contingen-
cies ot prohibiting the slave trade, and abolishing slavery
in the District of Columbia, and the extension of the
principles of the ordinance of 1767 over our now free
territories. That these contingent events will become
sober facts within a few brief years, no discerning politi
cian can doubt. And if a dissolution of the Union should
iollow, ss threatened, nothing io the future can be more
certain than the sudden and violent death, and eternal
oblivion of this black monster. Nothing but the Union
has preserved and prolonged its existence to this present
lime. This fact is well understood by the Garrison school
of abolitionists, and hence their efforts to dissolve it. But
the threats oi dissolution from another equally excited
quarter are not quite so consistent ; and can proceed only
Irom the well known truism, that whom the gods would
destroy, the first make mad.' That an attempted disso-

lution of the Union, (successful or not,) would be the
grave of slavery in every State where treason should
dare to raise its voice, admits of not one reasonable
doubt. But as much as 1 hate slavery, I do not desire lo
see its death by violence. It would be far better, it seems
to me, for the Union and the world far better for the
cause of national liberty every where, that it should bide
its time and die a natural death, than by a foolhardy at-

tempt to overthrow the strongest and best, the only de-

mocratic government io the world.
Slavery may lay violent hands upon itself and commit

suicide; but the Union had its birth in a struggle for eter-
nal justice it has attained to youthful manhood in fight-

ing its battles and now its flag floats over every sea, and
is filled by the winds of th tour quarters of the earth ;
and its stars and stripes gladden the hearts of the friends
of freedom in every clime, upon sea and shore. Yes:
and it will endure, and comlort, and bless (As millions,
when the places lhat now know the malcontents shall
know them no more forever when they shall be as
though they had not been.

Did these disunionists ever bestow a cool and careful
thought upon what they so flippantly threaten ? Have
they weighed themselves in Ihe balance against the
Union ? Do they find themselves heavy enough to make
it kick the beam? II they hsve not done these things,
they may go off at half-cock-; or poasibly their blunder- -
buss, "well aimed at duck or plover," msy "kick and
knock iu owner over;" but not the United States.

The constitution declares, (article 1, auction 10,) lhat
"No Biaw. without the consent if Congress, shall lay
any duty on tonnage, keep troops or ships of war in time
of peace, enter into any agreement or compact with an

from policj, expediency, or fear, the natiWis responsi- - ofAer State, or-wit- a foreign power," &c. Conjuring
Lie the free States of the Union, as deeply as the slave ' up raw-hea- and bloody-bone- s, in congresinnal speech-State- s.

If Congress do not prohibit it, no other earthly ' es, to frighten the grown up children f Bunromb with,
power can.astf alone has llis tidusitt right" to make though a very silly amusement, is nevertheless very
all needful rules and regulations respecting the lerri-- harmless. But if the malcontents should sver carry their
lories." j treasonable designs so far as to induce una of their States,

To understand the fullness of the national responsibil- -' through its Legislature or a convention called lor th
ity in regard to these matters, 1st us glauce st the ennr- - purpose, " to enter into any agreement or compact with
miiy of the evils to be continued and propagated by this another State," or Great Brilais, to resist the laws of tbe

tu

mi
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Union, or dissolve ir, they would soon find themselves
disposed of under the third section of article 2.

Besides the paragraph already quoted, the following
from Mr. Jefferson s Draft of the Declaration of Inde-
pendence, which was struck out on its adoption, shows
with what deep hatred he looked upon, and loathed the
accursed institution of slavery; and in what burning
language he expressed that hatred and loathing.

Among tho accusations brought against the King of
Crest Britain BIr. Jeflernn said M Hf," the king, has
waged civil war again! human nature itself, violating its
most sacred rights oj life and liberty in tit peisoos of a
distant people, the negroes, who never offended him;
captivating and carrying them into slavery in another
hemisphere, Irom Alrica to America, or to incur miser-
able death in their transportation thither. This piratical
warfare, ihe opprobrium of Infidel powers, is the warfare
of tbe Christian king of Great Britxin : determined to
keep open a market where xin ahcnld be bought and
sold, he prostituted his negative Pir suppressing every le-

gislative attempt of the colonies to prohibit or to re-

strain this execrable commerce.'
This is the language which the great philosopher aud

statesman of the Ametican Revolution was accustomed
to use, when speaking and writing on Ibe subject of ne-

gro slavery, and the character of ils propagators, and the
traders in human fiesh.

Let the pretended democrats , who advocate the contin-
uance of the infernal slave tra ie in the National Capital

and the perpetuity of slavery there; and its extension
over freedom's virgin soil, in the territories, vinit Mosti-CELL- O

before they give their yea io justification of the
blackest cf all crimes "against human nature itself." The
wickedness of the Austnan hangman is not more electa-
ble than the damnable traffic in human beings, and ils
more damnable effects.

Let the members of Congress from the free States,
with those who oppose slavery extension from the South,
be firm, and quit themselves like men devoted to demo-
cratic principles and measures, and abolish the slave trade
right under their eyes; and with the consent of tbe legal
voters of the District, let them abolish its slavery also;
and above alt, let them apply the principles of the ordi-
nance of 1787 to the territories, and admit California as n
free State, at the present session; and the Rubicon, and
the crisis, and the danger, (if there be any,) will all be
passed at the same moment.

Slavery is doomed, and it remains to be seen how ma-

ny public men will be foolhardy enough to doom them-
selves with it, and share its fate. As there wns a Union
parly in New England during the last war with Great
Britain, stronger than the Hartford Convention, as there
wss a Union party in the South, and even in South Car-
olina, during the threatened nullification in 1S33 4- -3,

stronger than Nullification, so there is a Union party in
the Southern States now, stronger than the Calhouns,
Stevenses, foots, and Toombs stronger titan disunion;
backed and supported by the entire North and West by
the literature, and democratic spirit, and feeling of the
civilised world. Ho! there is lard! The bright sun
shines through the dark clouds, and reveals the unsullied
future. See down the long vista of unnumbered centu-
ries, the stsrs and stripes floating over a hundred United
Stales, " without spot or wrinkle or any such thing."
Not a slave tills one foot of soil from the north pole to
Darien, from the Atlantic to the Pacific. All soil is
free soil, and all is the Union ; and the Urion is all i
all. INDIANA.

ITIr. I;iy Compromise.
Correspondence of the Journal ff Commerce

Washington, Tuenday, Feb. 5, 150.
The interest which the public take in Mr. Clay, his

position as a conciliator and friend of the Union, was
manifested to-da- y, by the crowd that sought the Sen-

ate chamber, to listen to his speech on his resolutions.
The ladies were present in such numbers that they
were admitved upon the floor, and even within the
bar. Among1 the auditors were Mr. Buchanan, and
many members of the. House. Mr. Clay's exordium
was deeply impressive and eloquent, ai d w ell calcu-
lated to win the attention of his audience. His ar-

gument, as far as he went, was very clear and sound ;
though from difficulties inseparable from a plan of
compromise, he was obliged to rely as much upon the.
power of persuasion as of argument.

I think that one very essential obstacle to adjust-
ment of the Slavery question is to be removed by the
probable abandonment by the North of the policy of
the Wilmot proviso. The North Las got ihe sub-Stan-ce

the actual exclusion of slavery from Califor-
nia and cannot deem it necessary to fight for the
shadow besides. Much of the excitement end agita-
tion on the subject, and Ihe chief cause of tbe move-
ments of the South for a Southern Convention, are to
be found in the pertinacious assertion by fifteen
Northern State LrpUlatures, of the principle of the
Wilmot proviso. The Northern Slate Legislatures
took their stand before they were apprised of the fact
that California had, by her Slate Constitution, ex-
cluded Slavery.

The members of the House of Representatives and
of the Senate also now feel themselves relieved from
the pressure of that sentiment, in favor of a direct
act of Congress prohibiting slavery in the territories.
Therefore, it has happened, that Ihe House yesterday
refused, by a decided majority, to entertain the pro-
viso, es introduced by Mr. Root. It has therefore
happened that there is now a decided majority in the
Senate against the proviso. This obstacle to accom-
modation being removed, I can sec no insuperable
objections lhat either the Northern or Southern men
can have to Mr. Clay's plan.

In regard tu the Territories which Mr. Clay pro-

poses to organise, the chief difficulty will occur. Mr.
Clay assumes the fact and declares it, that slavery
does not exist by law in the territories acquired from
Mexico, and that it is not likely to be established
there. That it was abolished by Mexico, we know,
and that the Constitution of the U. S. carries it there,
few have undertaken to assert. There is no way iu

- which it can be established there, except by the laws
of the communities there existing, or now rising up;
and no one entertains a belief that slavery will ever
be legalized by people whose position and pursuits
are such as those of the people of Deseret and New
Mexico.

Therefore, the North might well be willing to es-

tablish the territorial governments proposed, with Ihe
two declarations suggested by Mr. Clay, and which
to the South are almost as objectionable as the Wil-

mot proviso, to which, they say, they are equivalent.
The Northern men still say that they cannot vote for
the organization of Territories without Ihe declara-
tions referred to. They are willing to yield as far as
to accept the declaration of the 'non-existen- ce of
slavery by law, instead of the Wilmot proviso. Here
appears to be the chief obstacle to be got rid of. Gen.
Taylor's plan gets rid of it by leaving the Territories
as they are, but that leaves the question open.

But two or three modes are spoken of by which the
difficulty can be settled. The most feasible is to
leave New Mexico and Deseret as they are, but to
pess laws allowing them, after a certain number of
years, and with a given population, to form a State
Government, and apply for admission into the Union.

. Mr. Clay spoke two hours, and without proceeding
further than the resolution relative to the Texan
boundary, which can be settled by buying up her
claims on New Mexico. ' -

Washington, Feb. 6, 1650.
; , Mr. Clay continued and concluded his great com- -

promise speech lo-da- y, and bis effort was equal to
that of his best days. He mnde his eight proposi-tiuisM- o

plain, lhat they cannot be misunderstood or
misrepresented; and I think he has shown that his
scheme, take it altogether, is as perfect for the object
in view, as any that can be suggested. Still we are
to have various other propositions, and all, so far as

, 1 can kam, from the West, or SouihvvesL It ie quite
certain that the South will assent to any reasonable
scheme : and, as to the North, she has made the first
dvace towards conciliation, by yielding tue Wilmot

proviso. Nothing remains to be done, but to admit
California, when he presents her Constitution; and
io establish Territorial governments for Deseret and
New Mexico.

Mr. Clay's assumption that slavery does not exist
by law, and it not likely to be established, may prove

, ait obstacle to the success of Lis scheme, and as it is
of no practical effect, and only a concession to the
prejudice or ignorance of some few persons at I he
North, Mr. Clay is willing to abandon it, and would
prefer the resolution without it. The Northern mem-

bers, if they can tote for the territorial government
with that declaration, can vote for it without it. If

, it is a fact that slavery does not exist in New Mexi-- i
' co by law of Mexico, nor by the force of the Consti-

tution of the United States, the assertion of it, in a
legislative act, is unnecessary. If slavery docs not
exist, and is not established there, either by local law

or by act of Congress, then how d.d it ever get
there I

There is, it is true, one more obstacle to Mr. Clay's
scheme: the stern opposition of the South to tbe
proposed boundaries of California to the extension
of her Southern boundary south of the line of 36deg.
30 min. It was a part of Mr. Clay's object, to-da- y,

to overcome this objection. He said the other day,
that he would demonstrate that it would be better for
the South not to draw any line; and I think he iid
satisfactorily demonstrate it to-da-

He disclaimed the authorship of the Missouri Com-

promise, upon the line of 35, 30. So far from his
promoting the line of 36, 30, it did not originate in
the House of w hich he was a member. It originated
in the Senate. The bill for the admission cf Mis-
souri had failed, the House inserting and the Senate
rejecting the Slavery restriction. The next session,
Maine was knocking at our door for admission. The
Senate said, you Ehall not admit Maine without Mis
souri.

After several conferences, it was agreed to sepa-
rate Maine from the bill, and to admit Missouri, with
a restriction proposed by Mr. Thomas of Illinois, in
the Senate, of slavery, north of the line o 36 deg.
30 min. This proposition came to the House and
was agreed to. It had the assent of a majority of
Southern members among them Mr. Lowndes, and
the present Senator from Alabama, (Mr. King.) He
voted for it, as he had no doubt, but as he was Speak-
er, his rote was not recorded, except on certain
questions.

It was the following session, in 1921, that he ar-
rived here, in January, and found Congress in a flame
and the Union in danger, upon the question of ad-
mitting Missouri, wit'i a constitution prohibiting the
introduction of free people of color. It was that
question vi hich he compromised.

Mr. Clay's argument against the Missouri Compro-
mise was original and very able, and ought to be sat-
isfactory to the South.

The Missouri line interdicted slavery North of the
line of 30 30. If there was a power to interdict
there was a power to admit. Where was the securi-
ty for the establishment of slavery South of the line.
A vote to establish it could not be got. If he offered
to interdict slavery Nrth of a line, it would be illu-
sory to the South. Non-actio- n was the best course
for the South without interdiction or admission.
The Southern argument was, that there should be no
legislation on the subject. This was not his view.
But if there was a majority to interdict slavery North
of a line, there should be a majority to admit it South
of the line. If a majority should bo found to arrreo
to both propositions for interdiction and admission,
he would bo very glad. But no power thould com-
pel him to vote for a proposition to establish slavery
wnere it cm not exist.

Should Mr. Clay be able to satisfy the South with
these views, I shall consider that the territorial ques-
tion is already, io effect, ecitled.
,Mr. Clay made an eloquent appeal in behalf of the

Union, and declared his determination to battle for
the Union, and within the Union not out of it and
no power should drive him out of it.

Herein I believe that tbe South now coincides with
Mr. Clay. You will hear verv little, in any event.
of secession from the Union. Dissolution, it is well
understood, is civil war. The West will not permit
the Union to be dissolved. But the South will not
withdraw from the Union, as has been talked of, no
matter what may follow. If she has to fight for her
Constitutional rights, she can do it better withiu ihe
Union, than out of it.

I think every thing looks favorable to a compro-
mise. I do n;t know what scheme Mr. Douglass will
present. He has not himself determined upon it. It
is possible that he may carve out something more fea-

sible still than Mr. Clay's.
Mr. Buchanan who was again in the Senate Cham-

ber to-da- y, an attentive auditor cf Mr. Clay, has pro-
posed a 6chcme, but his is baed on the Missouri line.
He has written his views on the subject, and will give
them to the public very soon.

He has used his influence here in behalf of concili-
ation. .He has also been influential in checking the
ultra anti-laver- y movements in the Legislature of
Pennsylvania. .

By Telegraph.
Congressional.

Washington, Feb. 12, 1850.
Senate. Mr. Hale presented a petition signed by

fourteen hundred ladies of New Hampshire, praying
that Slavery be not extended to the New Territories.

On a motion to lay on the fnlle, a question of ex-

ception was rejected yeas 19, nnys 2'J.
Mr. Mason thought the Senators had misunderstood

the question.
A debate ensued, during which Mr. Butler com-

plained, that the Senate was imposed upon lo an in-

tolerable extent by an incendiary a madman, who
day after day took up the' whole time of the Senate,
in presenting petitions designed to distract and er

the Union, (order was called, from all sides of
the Senate, at the word "Madman" and Mr. Butler
resumed his seat. There were demonstration of ex-
cessive excitement.)

Mr. Hale replied, telling Butler that ho would have
to talk louder and threaten harder before he would
succeed in shutting his mouth. He would tell him
that thi poor miserable minority which the powerful
majority had endeavored to crush, were not to be ap-
palled even by any consideration of personal fear.
New Hampshire blood coursed not through coward's
veins. Her sons who had evinced their prowess on
many fields, would not render their Constitutional
privileges without a struggle.

- The further consideration of the subject was post-
poned until

The Senate then resumed the special order being
Houston's slavery resolutions.

Mr. Berrien concluded his remarks on the power of
Congress to legislate for Territories.

The joint resolution limiting the expense for col-

lecting the revenue, was received from the Hotwi
with an amendment, and referred to the Finance Com-

mittee.
House. Most of the day was taken up with the

joint resolution limiting the expense of collecting the
revenue, which was finally amended and sent to the
Senate. " '

The House then went into Committee of ihe Whole
and resumed the consideration of the President' Cal-

ifornia Message.
The Slavery question was discussed at length, and

without coining to any couclusion, tbe Committee rose
and the House adjourned.

; Washington, Feb. 13, 1850.
Senate. Tlie petition presented by Mr. Hale yes-terda- y,

from ladies of New Hampshire, against l)e
extension of slavery, was received without debate,
and referred to the committee on territories.

The Vice President laid before tho Senate a mes-
sage from tbe President transmitting an authentica-
ted copy of the Constitution of California.

Mr. Fopte moved to lay it on the tabic rejected.
Mr. Beuton moved that the eubject be referred rV

select committee, and thdt Mr. Clay should be chair-ma- n

of that committee. ' V

The Vice President eaid .the motion coeld only be
entertained by unanimous consent. '

, .

Mr. Foote objected, stating his reason.
After soma conversation, the message and consti-

tution were ordered to be printed, and the further
consideration was postponed until Monday.

The Senate resumed the consideration of Mr. Clay's
compromise resolutions.

Mr. Davis, of Mississippi, spoke at length. He
expressed himself as disappointed io the course pur-

sued by Mr. Clay.
The subject was postponed, and Senate went

into executive session, snd shortly afterwards ad
journed.

Tickets tor California. The editor of the
Cincinnati Gazette has seen a telegraphic despatch
from New York, which stated that all the through
tickets. fr San Francisco, for both the March and
April steamers, are sold. There will be, however,

plenty of chances for Chagres only, but on arrival
there, those not taking through tickets will have to
trust to luck.

Patriotic Sentiment. The following sentiment,
to be inscribed on a block of marble in memory of tho
Father of his Country, was passed in the Kentucky
Legislature. "Under tho auspices of Heaven and
the precepts of Washington, Kentucky will be the
last lo give op the Union."

(rMr. Oglcsby, of the steamer Atlintic, will ac-

cept our thanks for late New Orleans papers, for- -

watded by him.


